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The first 6 titles in the Play Smart
series will be in stores in June:

The Play Smart Secret
NEW YORK, NY (JUNE 1, 2017)

Parents all over the world want their children to
be happy and thriving, engaged in the world, and
excited to learn. But not everyone knows how to
instill a love of reading and learning in their young
children. Gakken, publisher of the top-selling
children’s workbooks in Asia, knows the secret:
Put the fun first!
Gakken Workbooks is proud to present the PLAY SMART
series of interactive workbooks for kids as young as 2 years
old. Each of these innovative titles put the emphasis on
FUN. While children are enjoying a completely engaging
mix of activities—cutting, tracing, matching, drawing,
solving mazes, and drawing pictures—they are building
important skills. They are playing, but they are also:
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• learning how to follow increasingly challenging
sequential directions
• matching items and sorting and things by shape or color
• strengthening their observational skills
• building fine motor coordination
• exercising their creativity and
curiosity
• boosting problem-solving skills
• enhancing their focus

“My students kept asking for
more Play Smart activities to
do when I introduced these
books in our preschool. In
addition to being just plain fun
and right on target in terms
of age-appropriate skills, the
activities get increasingly
harder so kids build a sense of
confidence as they go.”
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Three more titles will be available in July:
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How Does It Work?
Studies show that children learn best when they
are engaged with an adult and when they are
having fun. Preschool curricula are designed
around this concept of play-based learning. Armed
with this information—and more than 70 years of
education and publishing experience—Gakken
created the Play Smart workbooks with their timetested, successful formula for fun-first learning.
There are many reasons why Play Smart books
stand out from the rest:

Parent Involvement. Each activity includes a note to
parents offering suggestions for getting the most out of an
activity. Children learn best when a parent is engaged with
them, and Play Smart books are committed to encouraging
parents and children to play and learn together.

Thoughtful Development by Experts. The mazes,
games, activities, and exercises in the Play Smart books were
created by a team of developmental psychologists and child
development experts to ensure the content, art, and design
appeal to children at each stage of their growth. Each book
is labeled with an age (2+, 3+, 4+) to help parents find the
level that is right for their child.

"Play Smart workbooks
have been helping
millions of Japanese
children prepare for
school for 30 years.
We’re very excited
to introduce the Play
Smart secret to North
American families!”

Confidence Boosters. Every title comes with reward
stickers. Getting some praise and a sticker for every
completed activity boosts children’s self-esteem and makes
each page even more fun. Plus, the activities in
each book get progressively more challenging,
building on one another. This gives kids a
tremendous sense of accomplishment as
they move through the activities.

The Quality. The books are very high
quality. They are printed on heavy paper
(strong enough to withstand children’s early
writing efforts). And each book comes with
more than 80 stickers. But they’re also
inexpensive, $6.99 a piece.

Continued Fun. Each book comes
with a write-on/wipe-off board. Even when
all of the activities are done, children can
continue to draw and exercise their creativity
again and again.
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—Yasuyuki Miyamoto,
Editorial Director,
Gakken Publishing

